
 
 
 
 
 
NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY ADVENTURES : PATAGONIA  
WITH D IANE KELSAY AND BOB HARVEY  
M ARCH 5-16, 2014 
 
05 WED   ARRIVE BUENOS AIRES ð CITY TOUR  
Upon arrival in Buenos Aires, we will be met by a Southern Explorations guide who will take us to our 
hotel. Weõll spend the rest of the morning at our leisure.  In the afternoon, weõll meet our guide for our 
tour of Buenos Aires. 
 
We will explore La Boca neighborhood, capturing artistic images of architecture and perhaps finding 
some locals practicing tango.  La Boca neighborhood's calling card is el Caminito, a street of balconied 
dwellings originally covered with mismatched leftover paint by Italian immigrants too poor to buy 
their own. This colorful patchwork tradition has made the area the most oft - photographed of Buenos 
Aires architecture.  
  
Then weõll slip to the nearby Recoleta neighborhood to photograph architecture and a fascinating 
historic cemetery. It was to their Recoleta summer homes that the elite fled during the 1870's yellow 
fever epidemic. Today the Recoleta remains one of Buenos Aires' most stylish neighborhoods, with 
wide boulevards, elegant homes, fashionable shops and art museums as well as the city's most popular 
tourist attraction, the Recoleta Cemetery.  

 
06 THU    BUENOS AIRES -EL CALAFATE - EL CHALTEN  
In the morning we meet our transfer to the airport for our flight to El Calafate  and El Chalten, the 
gateway town of Fitz Roy. This three hour drive (weõll make stops when the scenery demands) is a 
beautiful part of your Patagonia tour, filled with vistas of the Fitz Roy mountain range.   Weõve picked 
lodging that gives us great access to Los Glacieres National Park and the Fitz Roy mountain range, one 
of the most dramatic combinations of rock and ice on the planet.  For the next three days, weõll take 
drives and hikes to put ourselves in great positions to photograph this stunning scenery.   After getting 



settled, weõll hike to Piedras Blancas glacier. We'll travel through a beech forest where to we can view 
the Marconi  glacier, the gateway to the Continental Icecap. (B,D) 

 
07 FRI      LAGUNA CAPRI  
Weõll stretch a 4 hour hike (for non-photographers) into an all day  outing (with almost no climbing) 
along the Fitz Roy trail towards Laguna Capri. We will enjoy great views of this massif from two 
different lookout points.   Weõll have lunch along the trail.  We will return to our lodge for a delictible 
meal before we retire for the evening.  (B,L,D) 
 
08 SAT  FITZ ROY LOOKOUT POINT  
After breakfast our guide will lead us out of the town of El Chalten to hike the first third of the Fitz Roy 
base camp trail. This is an easy hike with a short, yet gentle climb to get to a beautiful lookout point 
with spectacular views of the Blanco Valley and the Fitz Roy massif.   
 
Cerro Torre Lookout Point  
We follow an easy trail along the Fitz Roy River until we get to the lookout. The Cerro Torre group and 
its glaciers can be seen from here, as well as the closer Cerro Solo. (B,L,D) 
 
09 SUN  EL CHALTEN - EL CALAFATE  
In the morning weõll take a short trek from town to view Mt. Torre.  In the afternoon, weõll drive back 
to El Calafate (again stopping when light and scenery calls).   Weõll have time in the afternoon to 
explore the charming resort town of El Calafate. El Calafate will be our base camp for exploring the 
glaciers feeding into Lago Argentino, a beautiful fresh water lake surrounded with beech forests and 
majestic peaks. (B) 

 
10 MON    PERITO MORENO GLACIER  
Another scenic drive will take us to our rendezvous with a boat on Lago Argentino  which will take us 
along the massive calving front wall of the Perito Moreno glacier.   After crossing the lake weõll walk 
along an ancient beech forest trail to the glacier, finding great locations to photograph this impressive 
natural wonder. Weõll don crampons and explore the blue ice zone of the glacier, photographing 



fissures, pools, and ice formations.  After our explor artion, weõll return across the lake (same boat) and 
then drive to a set of vistas where we can work on capturing images of the entire front of the glacier 
and action of the glacier calving.  (B,L) 
 
11 TUE EL CALAFATE ð TORRES DEL PAINE    
Today is a long travel day, but the destination is worth it! This morning weõll journey from El Calafate 
to Torres del Paine National Park in Chile.   Along the way, weõll have opportunities to spot guanaco 
and condors, while appreciating views of dramatic scenery.   We will stop when photography 
calls!  After arrival weõll have opportunities for photography near the lodge.  (B,L,D) 
 
12-14 WED-FRI TORRES DEL PAINE NATIONAL PARK  
Weõll spend these days touring Torres del Paine National Park and nearby areas of interest. Diane and 
Bob will work with our guides to choreograph our outings to take advantage of each dayõs weather and 
the many photography opportunities in Torres del Paine National Park.   Weõll see some of the most 
iconic peaks in the world, great lakes with reflections, waterfa lls, and great panoramas.  There will be 
abundant guanacos and several opportunities to photograph condors.   We may even find flamingos in 
pools with reflected snowcapped peaks. (B,L,D) 

Patagonia Camp is located on the shores of Lake El Toro in an eco-friendly complex of 18 yurts and 
beautifully hand -crafted wooden common buildings. The entire luxury camp is built on wooden stilts 
and platforms to protect the underlying ecosystem, giving the feeling of camping without roughing it. 
The spacious domed tents have private terraces, views of Lake El Toro and the Paine Massif, locally 
handcrafted furniture, private bathrooms, and artisan details throughout. Nestled into the beech tree 
forest for privacy, each independent cozy yurt allows you to experience the natu re of Patagoniañthe 
blowing wind, drizzling rain, singing birds ñwithout facing the elements. Youõll also enjoy world-class 
regional cuisine with international flare and have the opportunity to enjoy a traditional Patagonian 
asado in the campõs Quincho, a rustic dining hall designed specifically for the occasion.  
 
15 SAT    TORRES DEL PAINE LODGE ð PUNTA ARENAS  
This will be our final morning for early light photography of Torres del  Paine.  After breakfast, we will 
journey to Punta Arenas near the shores of Strait of Magellan.  After we check into our hotel, weõll have 
the afternoon to explore Punta Arenas and do final downloading and backing up of image files ð and to 
reorganize for the flights home.  There may be an opportunity for review and critique.   (B) 
 
16 SUN       PUNTA ARENAS ð OTWAY SOUND - SANTIAGO  
This will be a very special morning.   Weõll visit the burrowing Magellanic Penguins in their natural 
habitat on the Otway Sound.  There will be plenty of time to observe and photograph these fascinating 
creatures. Weõll hike about 1.5 miles across the coastal land to the sanctuary where weõll be able to 


